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My dear Prist Minister* 

I am asking 4*b**s«dor Merchant to deliver to you th* text of ifc 
public statement I Intend to sake today at 1900 hours Washington tiae* 
It is occasioned by the fact that we ere no^!in£tfce:<poss*S4 



clear evidence which Ambassador Merchant will explain to yo&VtXmjt- thm* 
Soviets have secretly installed offensive nuclear weapons in Cuba, 
and that sost of than may already, bee ^operational* ot < ^ t : ~_ 

Aa you will aee f ro» ay speech* .1 consider that^ the situation calls 
for the iflSMdlate> execution a£> certain quarantine measure* whose object 
la to prevent ^the^ in troductocxr in ti*:^ weapons, and 

to lead to;****? elimination of: the Ktwiles that ere already in places 

Oral tvmtt Khrushchev* personal? message making it 
latest actions^ of* him government in Cuba constitute an 


&c£**t thaf& 






tehi*l threat to th* security <fcthis hemisphere, and I 
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C - Mr. P. Alexis Johnson 
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exprescinr; the hope thct we can resume the path of peaceful negotiation. 

I tr dl?o requesting an urgent meeting of the On i ted Nations Security 

Council. I turve asked Ambassador Stevenson to present oo behalf of the'Tfaited 

, - * 

St^z-, ^ resolution calling .for the withdrawal o£ missile hasa* and otfadi^bf f eneive 
ve^po.;s In Cube, under the supervision of Baited 7 Rations ^observers, this woulc 
rnti'e It possible ior ufche Jfaitad States ;*o- itffelts quarantine* ~ I^hope that you 
vill ir.-trj.ct your representative in Jlev-tork>to work- actively irtth us end 
spu^I: J^rthrigiitly in support of the above 4>rograHi in the United Bations* 

It is moct important that va sbotxld nil keepr in clcse touch with each, 
other, ^;w 1 will do all 1 can to keep you fully informed of developments os 
I s- r j thee* :■-'- '■• \.;^<ryr~~' '-ifj*L .-.-.' . . - i - '- -• ' 

r 

f- ^;,: ::?- r^—^ :>"=.■ *' *- ~ John F* Kennedy *^* 


r t- -. 


? *,£&&*cl - •' 1 ^. 


^* <k '«• 






<* T ^- " 


; V . --■ -^fiO.i'S % r > ; ; yt-'» "?•' 


(XeilTBEiriAl^ 






TRANSCRIBED PAGE FOLLOWS 


(Page Two) 

expressing the hope that we can resume the path of peaceful negotiation. 

I am also requesting an urgent meeting of the United Nations Security 
Council. I have asked Ambassador Stevenson to present on behalf of the 
United States a resolution calling for the withdrawal of missile bases and 
other offensive weapons in Cuba under the supervision of United Nations 
observers. This would make it possible for the United States to lift its 
quarantine. I hope that you will instruct your representative in New York 
to work actively with us and speak forthrightly in support fo the above 
program in the United Nations. 

It is most important that we should all keep in close touch with each 
other, and I will do all I can to keep you fully informed of developments 
as I see them. 

John F. Kennedy 


